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A Mexican "Grapes of Wrath," based on a family story, from the award-winning author of Riding

Freedom.Esperanza Ortega tiene todos los tesoros que una chica pueda desear: hermosos

vestidos, una linda casa llena de sirvientes en MÃ©xico, y la promesa de que un dÃa llegarÃ¡ a

presidir el Rancho como su mamÃ¡. Pero una tragedia inesperada destruye ese sueÃ±o, obligando

a Esperanza y a su madre a escapar a California dÃ³nde tendrÃ¡n que trabajar en una finca junto a

otros mexicanos. AllÃ tendrÃ¡ que olvidar su pasado y enfrentarse a las nuevas realidades de su

vida: trabajo duro, aceptaciÃ³n y dificultades econÃ³micas. Esperanza descubrirÃ¡ que la verdadera

riqueza estÃ¡ en la familia y la comunidad.
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He who falls today may rise tomorrow.(Mexican Proverb, quoted from the book's opening)This

powerful and realistic novel is set in 1930's. The main character,Esperanza, is a wealthy young

Mexican girl that has grown up on a ranch called El Rancho de las Rosas near Aguascalientes,

Mexico. She is used to the care-free life of riches and privileges, surrounded by her loving parents,

Ramona and Sixto Ortega, parties, dolls, servants, and silk dresses. But everything changes when

one night, a day before Esperanza's 13th Birthday, her father is killed by the bandits.Esperanza, her



mother, and Abuelita (grandmother) find themselves in a very precarious position - they cannot own

the ranch without Papa, a man, a head of the family. Espiranza's evil uncles take over the land, and

one of them suggests that Ramona should get married to him. When Esperanza's mother refuses

the proposal, their mansion gets set on fire at night, leaving them with nothing at all. Esperanza and

her mother had no choice but to leave Mexico and flee to a migrate camp of agricultural work in

California, leaving behind Abuelita and their riches and privileges. Instead, experiences of loss,

poverty, separation, prejudice, humiliation and fear surround Esperanza on the way to her new life.

She is no longer a princess but a worker. What's even more, her mother gets very sick, and

Esperanza has to work hard to pay the hospital bills. Will she manage the long hours of work and

months of separation from her mother and Abuelita? Will she find a way to rise from ashes and

make a new life for herself?Set against the multi-ethnic, labor-organizing era of the Depression, the

story of Esperanza remaking herself is deeply touching and emotional.
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